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Our phonics programme is only a part of their learning journey; the children also draw on their own experiences (the language and stories they know), the setting of the story and the pictures to help them understand what they are reading about. Comprehension skills are vital in making sense of what the words say and interpreting meaning so the children are encouraged to read stories, plays, poetry and information. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Reception and year 1 the children are involved with reading activities every day. They may read one to one with an adult, within a group during a guided reading session, practising reading skills through planned activities (looking for particular words in topic books, matching common and tricky words, etc.). Alongside our daily English lesson the children experience shared reading of big books or listening to a range of texts; stories, information books and poems. The children take home a reading book that has been book banded with a colour depending on the ability of the reader, the book band colours start from pink through to magenta. The children are assessed termly alongside the new National Curriculum end of year objectives as either emerging, expected or exceeding.  
We also recognise that reading is not just about books but is about the richness of words so we endeavour to ensure that words are everywhere in school. Children read to help them with their work on work sheets or displays; they see word lists for projects and for other subjects like Science or Maths; they read signs, general information and rules for playground games etc. And, of course, as we increasingly live in a digital world, the children do plenty of digital reading within their curriculum. 
Good reading and writing owe a lot to good speaking and listening skills so there is often lots of talk in the classroom (children need a rich bank of words to make sense of their reading and to use in their writing). When they are learning early reading skills, there is a very close connection between sounding out, and spelling – putting the letters back together again to write. Children start writing from the very beginning at school - the spelling may not always be quite right, but as they work out the code and the rules alongside reading, it quickly develops.
As they rise through the year groups the children will be reading widely: stories, plays, poetry and information. They will increasingly be using their reading for learning across a range of subjects and topics and are encouraged to read a range of authors and to be adventurous in their choices. They continue to draw on their own reading experiences (the language and stories they know) and will start comparing these with new reading and real life experiences too. This helps them to make sense of new ideas and to understand and respond too.
When children become more confident, they’ll be selecting less from levelled reading books and schemes and more from the sort of books you find in high street bookshops. These both play an important part in building reading stamina and opening children up to many different styles of writing. 

But for all we do in school, we believe parents can make a huge difference to their child’s success as a reader by encouraging their child to read as much and as widely as possible at home; a short (10-15 min) daily reading session at home can make all the difference to a child’s progress. 
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