


Teaching Phonics at  	Hoath Primary School 		






Our aim is for our children to become independent, lifelong readers, able to read a wide range of texts for a variety of purposes with understanding and for pleasure.
[image: C:\Users\NMogg\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\0YC5OJCZ\Slide04[1].jpg]We welcome and encourage support from home in the teaching of phonics and reading. We hope that the information in this booklet will be of help in this partnership between home and school.
How is Phonics taught at Hoath School?
The children start learning phonics at soon as they start school. The children are introduced to the skills of listening to sounds through Phase 1 to Phase 6. The children in Reception and Year 1 experience daily phonics sessions, these are short snappy sessions played through a range of kinaesthetic approaches. We play games, sort real objects into sound baskets, read captions, build words in a fun multi-sensory way. 
We teach phonics via the DfES Letters and Sounds programme. This is designed to be a fast approach to teaching phonics, making reading and writing accessible to our younger children. 
Assessment and tracking children’s progress
The children quickly progress through the different phases and are assessed at the end of these phases. Information is then collated to plan the next steps in the children’s learning and identify any gaps in the children’s knowledge. When the children reach Year 1, they have to complete a statutory Phonics Screening assessment. The children will work one to one with their class teacher in an informal approach and asked to sound out and read a range of real and nonsense words. The results of the screening are shared with parents in term 6. 
First of all, what is synthetic phonics? 
It is a technical name and nothing to do with being artificial. The synthetic part refers to synthesizing or blending sounds to make a word. Phonics is a method of teaching children how spoken words are composed of sounds called phonemes and how the letters in words correspond to those phonemes. The process of reading involves decoding or ‘breaking’ words into separate phonemes, so that meaning can be gained. On the other hand, the process of spelling requires the writer to identify all the phonemes in a word and then use their knowledge of the phonemic code to write or ‘make’ the word. 
We can make a word from the sounds and then break it apart again when we want to spell it. You will find that the teaching of spelling goes hand in hand with the teaching of reading; once you know the alphabetic code and how to listen for each phoneme then spelling becomes as easy as reading. 
Written English is recognised as being a complex language. We have 26 letters but 44 “speed sounds” (phonemes) in the spoken language. There are a huge number of letter combinations needed to make these 44 phonemes (a phoneme is the technical name for the smallest unit of sound and is a technical word your child should know). Other languages are more regular having fewer letters and fewer sounds which makes them easier to learn to read. The Read Write Inc. programme teaches groups of phonemes together and right from the start, your child is making words and decoding simple consonant-vowel-consonant (c-v-c) words such as c a t and d o g. 
It is the speed, the efficiency and the effectiveness that characterises this approach. 
At a glance: Synthetic phonics: 
• Teaches all 44 phonemes 
• Teaches all the ways each phoneme can be written 
• Teaches children to blend phonemes in a word to read 
• Teaches children to listen for sounds in words to spell 
• Teaches children to look for phonemic clues when decoding irregular words
How does Synthetic Phonics differ from the ‘old’ type of phonics? 
Synthetic phonics starts with ‘phonemic awareness” which is hearing the different sounds in a word and the matching of these phonemes to single letters. At the same time it shows how these phonemes (sounds) can be 'blended' to produce words and the words can be ‘segmented’ to write. Your child will learn simple letter to sound correspondence. This is when a phoneme is represented by a single letter as in the word /c/ /a/ /t/. 
When that’s mastered your child will learn that sometimes one phoneme is represented by two letters (digraph); as in the word /ch/ /o/ /p/ ; where /ch/ is only one phoneme (sound). 
Then after that, even though at first it may sound confusing, your child will learn that sometimes a single phoneme can be represented many different ways. Like the 
sound /ay/ in play. Your child will eventually learn that this phoneme can be written; 
[image: C:\Users\NMogg\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\6JRPUVHM\LgESa9[1].jpeg]/ay/ as in the word play 
/a-e/ as in the word spade 
/ea/ as in the word break 
/ey/ as in the word hey 
/eigh/ as in the word eight 
/a/ as in the word later 
/ei/ as in the word vein 

Finally your child will learn that sometimes a single (or more) letter may represent [image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSM-RpYCn-0qwidU04TGrMfFJafbI9Fj5VZ8fKc1cBy0-3CaTlVLg:www.autopresseducation.co.uk/images/ww/AUTOPRESS-LS02--LS03.jpg]more than one phoneme; for example, the ‘o’ in /most/ and the ‘o’ in /hot/ or the ‘ow’ in /wow/ and the ‘ow’ in /tow/. We know this can be confusing but with the structure and regularity of synthetic phonics almost all children will pick this up. 
This advanced code is taught only after the basic rules are mastered. At first the rules are regular, with no exceptions. 
Another big difference you will notice is that the phonemes are taught at a faster, more efficient rate than ever before. 
Children start to make their own words straight away. There is recognition that although English is complicated, there is a high degree of order to it, and this needs to be taught. 
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What do all these technical words mean? 
What is a phoneme? 
It is the smallest unit of sound and a piece of terminology that children like to use and should be taught. At first it will equate with a letter sound but later on will include the digraphs. 
What is a digraph? 
This is when two or more letters come together to make a phoneme. /oa/ makes the sound in boat. 
What is blending? 
Blending is the process that is involved in bringing the sounds together to make a word or a syllable and is how /c/ /a/ /t / becomes cat. 
What is a consonant blend? 
Previously, consonant blends were taught as if there was something special about 
them. Children were taught that /st/ was one phoneme, when actually it is two, /s/ 
and /t/. Think about it. Why teach /st/ when children already know /s/ and /t/, it just wastes time and clogs up children’s memory. But note that /sh/ is a diagraph. It cannot be made by a process of blending the two letter sounds of /s/ and /h/ together. We need to teach the digraphs not the blends. 


At a glance: 
· It is not important to know all the jargon. It is important to try to use the same words your child is being taught at school. 
· It is important to know how to pronounce each of the phonemes correctly 
· Remember that teaching the old consonant blends just wastes time and energy with something your child already knows; it can also lead to confusion. 




How can I help my child learn to read? 
Read as many stories to your child as you can. Talk about the stories. Explain the meaning of new words. Most importantly though, show the fun that can be gained by listening to stories. What you read to your child today, he will be able to read for himself very soon. Do not teach your child to say the letter names. These do not help with reading, despite all the effort put into teaching alphabet songs etc. It is important that the pronunciation of the sounds is taught correctly from the start. For instance, it is necessary to make the sound for m as mmm and not as M (the letter name) or muh. This is [image: http://www.primaryclassroomresources.co.uk/teaching-resources/lsp4matchingsentences.jpg]important because teaching the wrong pronunciation can lead to problems reading later on.
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The bank was shut.

IM\IA s good for children' teeth.

Did he punch the man?
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